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55. Stiftungsfest

31 Mai 2025



 

 

 

The year 2025 marks the 55th anniversary of the 

Germania Almrausch Schuhplattler Verein. This 

evening we would like to recognize the following long-

term adult and junior members that reached these 

milestones since our last Stiftungsfest held in 2015*: 

 
 
 

5-year member: 
Karl-Heinz Brill (2021) 

April Yearack (2021) 
Erik Yearack (2022) 

 
10-year member: 
Beverly Orser (2022) 
Rachael Rose (2022) 

 
15-year member: 

Michael Reichert (2021) 
Jennifer Reichert (2021) 
Evelyn Wuytack (2024) 

 
25-year member: 

Gertjan Doedee (2025) 
Steve Zehner (2021) 

 
30-year member: 
Marion Bauer (2021) 

 
 
 
 

35-year member: 
Karen Rose (2022) 

David Yearack (2025) 
Lisa Faith Yearack (2025) 

 
40-year member: 

Mark E. Delaney (2019)  
 

45-year member: 
Pam Capelli (2022) 
Robert Rose (2022) 

AletaAnn Sultana (2025) 
Joseph Sultana (2025) 

 
50-year member: 

Grete Licis (2024) 
Christine Pattantyús (2023) 

Gábor Pattantyús (2023) 
Diane Zehner (2023) 

Dorrie Rose-Mathewson (2020)  
 

55-year member: 
Eugene Schlag (2025)

 
 

* does not include years in our Kindergruppe, if any 

 Recognized posthumously 

 

These members have each helped our Verein succeed in achieving its 

purpose to promote and foster interest in Bavarian folk dancing and 

culture, to preserve Tracht, and to promote social and cultural activities 

for its members. We honor them today for their membership longevity 

in our club; we are thankful for their contributions to our success, 

admire their dedication and appreciate their camaraderie. Thank you! 



 

 

Willkommen zu unserem 55. Stiftungsfest! 
Welcome to our 55th Anniversary! 

 

Doors open at Elks Club, Cash Bar     5:00pm 
 
Greetings from Dave Yearack, Master of Ceremonies  5:30pm 

Invocation by Faith Yearack, Stiftungsfest Chairperson 
Buffet Dinner Opens (food available until 7:30pm) 
Member Recognition Certificates by Robert E. Rose, 1. Vorstand 

 
Opening Ceremony/ Parade of Flags (lineup 6:15pm)   6:30pm  

Moment of Silence  
National Anthems  

The Star-Spangled Banner sung by Nicole Meck  
Ehrentanz, Germania Almrausch SV und Kindergruppe 

 
Dance Music by: The Adlers Band      7:00pm-11:00pm 
 
Greetings from Robert E. Rose, 1. Vorstand    7:45pm-8:15pm 
 Ehrentänze by guest Vereine*:   

 Edelweiss-Passaic (our Patenverein)   
 Auerhahn SV (our Patenkind) 

 
Ehrentänze by guest Vereine*:      9:00pm-9:30pm 

 Alpenrose Schuhplattler Verein, Lancaster 
Schuhplattlergruppe Alpenland Montreal 
United German Hungarians 

  GTEV Die Gemuetlichen Enzianer 
 
50/50 Cash Prize Raffle Winner Announced    10:15pm-10:30pm 
Massenplattler (the Gauplattler dance) 
 
Doors close         11:00pm 
 

Silent Gift Basket Raffle:  
Winners will be drawn and posted to prizes at 10pm 

***************************************************** 
 

Special thanks to our members, families, friends and Trachtlers attending this celebration, the 
Anniversary Dance Committee and Subcommittees, the Germania Almrausch Executive Board, 

our donors and raffle contributors, and this weekend’s volunteers. 
 

* Guest Vereine as of 5/8/2025 



AUSTRIAN NATIONAL ANTHEM 

LAND DER BERGE LAND DER STROME  

 

Land der Berge, Land am Strome, 

Land der Äcker, Land der Dome, 

Land der Hämmer, zukunftsreich! 

Heimat großer Töchter und Söhne, 

Volk, begnadet für das Schöne, 

Vielgerühmtes Österreich, 

Vielgerühmtes Österreich!  

 
Popular belief is that the Austrian composer Mozart wrote this 
national anthem, but the actual composer was Johann Holzer, and 

the words are by Paula von Preradovic. 

 

CANADIAN NATIONAL ANTHEM 

 

O Canada! Our home and native land!  

True patriot love in all of us command.  

With glowing hearts we see thee rise,  

The True North, strong and free! 

From far and wide, O Canada,  

We stand on guard for thee. 

God keep our land glorious and free! 

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee. 

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.  

 
- Official English lyrics  by Robert Stanley Weir 

 

 
Pictured Above: Mike Reichert carrying our Vereinsfahne 

at the 29th Gaufest (Sandusky, Ohio 2023) with Robb Rose 

as Fahnen assistant.  

 

Pictured Right: 

GJ Doedee carrying the German flag at SG Alpenland’s 

50th Jägerball (Montreal) on February 3, 2018. 

 

In Memory of Associate Member Bruno Groetschel; 

carrying the American flag at our 38th Stiftungsfest on 

April 26, 2008. 

 

GERMAN NATIONAL ANTHEM 

DAS DEUTSCHLAND LIED 

 

Einigkeit und Recht und 

Freiheit für das deutsche 

Vaterland! 

 

Danach Laßt uns alle 

Streben brüderlich mit Herz 

Und Hand! 

 

Einigkeit und Recht und 

Freiheit sind des Glückes 

Unterpfand 

 

Blüh im Glanze dieses 

Glückes, blühe, deutsches 

Vaterland! 

 

Blüh im Glanze dieses 

Glückes, blühe, deutsches 

Vaterland! 

 
-August Heinrich Hoffmann von Fallersleleben 

 

AMERICAN NATIONAL ANTHEM 

STAR SPANGLED BANNER 

 

Oh! say, can you see 

by the dawn’s early light 

What so proudly we hailed 

At the twilight’s last gleaming? 

 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars, 

Through the perilous fight, 

O’er the ramparts we watched 

Were so gallantly streaming 

 

And the rocket’s red glare, 

The bombs bursting in air, 

Gave proof through the 

night that our flag was still 

there 

 

Oh! say, does that Star 

Spangled 

Banner yet wave, 

O’er the land of the free, 

And the home of the brave! 

 
-Francis Scott Key

 



WILLKOMMEN! 
Friends and Trachtlers,  

 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome all of you to Poughkeepsie to celebrate 

our 55th Stiftungsfest.  What an incredible milestone for a great group of 

people, past and present.  I can personally say “I was there“.  I remember the 

early days of this Verein when I was just 10 years old and my parents, who 

were founding members, would bring my sister and I to dance practices at the 

old Germania Hall on Church Street.  That original group of members, led by 

Charles Angevine, was so dedicated to bringing Bavarian culture into our 

community. After a successful first year, it was 1971 when they recruited the 

children of the members (including myself) to create the first Kindergruppe 

of the Germania Almrausch SV.  

 

I would like to thank the 55th Stiftungsfest committee for their countless hours and hard work putting this 

event together. The unfortunate cancellation of our 50th celebration did not deter this committee from 

bringing all of us togther this evening.  

 

We appreciate the many years of support and friendship of our members, their families, our friends, our 

fellow Trachtlers and our Mother club, Germania of Poughkeepsie.  On behalf of the members and officers 

of the Germania Almrausch, thank you for joining us and may this night bring you fond memories. 

 

Mit freundlichen Grüβen, 

Robert E. Rose III 

1. Vorstand, Germania Almrausch SV 

 

 

Liebe Gäste 

 

On behalf of the membership of Germania Almrausch 

Schuhplattlerverein, I would like to welcome each of you to our 55th 

Stiftungsfest. We have worked diligently to put on the best 

Stiftungsfest we could for you. 

 

We are excited to see so many of our friends here tonight. Keeping in 

mind the many traditions we carry along to keep the German spirit 

alive today and for generations to come, we thank you for your 

continued support.  

 

We are pleased with everyone who has made the trip to be with us tonight. We wish everyone a 

memorable evening and a safe trip home. 

 

Auf Geht’s! 

GJ Doedee 

Vorplattler, Germania Almrausch SV 



Dear Trachtlers, Friends and Family,

Welcome to Germania Almrausch’s 55th Stiftungsfest.

As we look back on all the memories and friendships over the years,

it is hard not to embrace all who have been a part of our Verein’s history as family.

So, let us look at this celebration as a family reunion of sorts.

One that is filled with good stories, delicious food and drink, dancing and laughter.

Of course, we should also take a moment to remember those members of our Almrausch family

who are no longer with us in body but who are, indeed, celebrating alongside us in spirit.

On behalf of the Germania Almrausch 55th Stiftungsfest Committee, I would like to express 

gratitude for all of you who have helped us in planning this special event.

We've been working hard to ensure that this Stiftungsfest is a true celebration of 55 years of 

friendship and commitment to preserving our German heritage.

A special thanks goes out to my fellow committee members Karen Rose, Robb Rose, Erik Yearack, 

Katherine Frishmuth, Jenny Reichert, Christina Hauptner, Evelyn Wuytack and

Kelly Ann Esposito for their time and effort in helping to organize this memorable

event. Enjoy the evening! We are happy that you are here! Prost!

Mit freundlichen Grüßen,

Faith Yearack, Chairperson,

55. Stiftungsfest Committee

55. Stiftungsfest Committee

Faith Yearack, Katherine Frishmuth, Jenny Reichert, Erik
Yearack, Robb Rose, Karen Rose, Christina Hauptner, Evelyn
Wuytack. Missing from picture: Kelly Ann Esposito.

31 May 2025



 
May 31, 2025 

 
Dear Members of Germania Almrausch SV: 
 
 
Congratulations on your 55th Stiftungsfest!  I also congratulate your parent club, Germania of 
Poughkeepsie, on their 175-year celebration as one of the oldest German societies in the tri-
state area.  Over time, they have "built and sustained a legacy of appreciation for German and 
German American culture and heritage".  The rebranding of your 50th Stiftungsfest, postponed 
due to the worldwide COVID pandemic, as your "50 plus 5" to align with your parent club 
celebration, is a wonderful idea!  Although I am unable to attend, I wish both of your 
organizations a wonderful evening. 
 
From a handful of Germania members wanting to learn the Schuhplattler, and officially forming 
a Verein in January 1970, to the active and vibrant Verein you are today, you have a lot to be 
proud of.  From your hand-embroidered table flag, to your full-sized Vereinsfahne, made right in 
Poughkeepsie, and blessed at your Fanhnenweihe in 1991, you have shown a continued 
dedication to the Bavarian customs.  Also, you have shown to be an active and supporting 
member Verein of the Gauverband Nordamerika, ever since your acceptance to membership in 
1974.  I wish you many more successes in your yet-to-be-written history. 
 
On behalf of the Gauverband Nordamerika, the Ausschuß, and all the member Vereine, it gives 
me great pleasure to wish you a very happy and successful Stiftungsfest. 
 
 
 
 
Mit Trachtengruß, 

 
Tom Vogt 
1.Gauvorstand 
 

 
 

  Gauverband Nordamerika 



CELEBRAT ING  55  YEARS

Germania Almrausch Schuhplattler Verein

37 Old DeGarmo Road, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603

AlmrauschSecretary@GermaniaPok.com



 
37 Old DeGarmo Road  
Poughkeepsie, New York 12603-2062 

Phone (845) 471-0609  
 

May 31, 2025 
Dear Germania Almrausch Members, 
 
On behalf of Germania of Poughkeepsie, Inc., it is with great pride and appreciation that I extend my 
heartfelt congratulations and best wishes to you on your 55th Stiftungsfest.   
 
As you reflect on the timeline of the history of your organization, may your hearts be filled with pride 
and gratitude for your numerous achievements as  you continue to promote and preserve German 
heritage and culture through traditional Bavarian folk dancing.   
 
My sincere thanks to you for your annual performances at Germania’s Maifest and Oktoberfest and for 
staffing a biergarten event or two.  I am grateful for your commitment to supporting Germania and for 
your unwavering spirit of volunteerism.  May you continue to enjoy many more years 
of success and excellence.    
 
Mit freundlichen Grüßen,  
 
 
Sylvia Reuter 
Präsidentin, Germania of Poughkeepsie, Inc. 

Please visit us at: www.germaniapok.com 

 
Dear Members of the Germania Almrausch,  
 
On behalf of the Germania Blue and White Soccer Club, it is with great joy and 
admiration that I extend my heartfelt congratulations on reaching the milestone of 
your 55th anniversary. This remarkable achievement speaks to the strength, 
resilience, and enduring legacy of your organization.  

 
At the soccer club, we understand the significance of tradition, comradery, and community. Our club 
has been home to generations of talented players who have not only brought home championships but 
have also served in countless ways to strengthen our collective organization. The Germania Almrausch, 
throughout its existence, has also served our club in a multitude of ways.  
 
As our sister club celebrates this historic anniversary, we honor your commitment to fostering 
camaraderie, preserving tradition, and making a lasting impact on those who call the Germania 
Almrausch home. May your legacy continue to thrive for generations to come. 

 
Congratulations once again on this extraordinary milestone! 
 
Warmest regards, Prosit!  
 
Joe Ulrich, President 
Germania Blue and White Soccer Club                                                                                                   



Robert E. Rose, III, 1. Vorstand
Jennifer Reichert, 2. Vorstand
Christina Hauptner, Kassier
Katherine Frishmuth, Sekretärin
Gert-Jan Doedee, Vorplattler
Beverly Orser, Trachtenmutter
April Yearack, Jugendvertreterin

(Note: Erik Yearack, Jugendvertreter, took Military Leave 4/2025)



Germania Almrausch Schuhplattler Verein



Congratulations on 55 years strong to 
Germania Almrausch SV, 

a cultural dance organization built on  
Treu dem guten alten Brauch. 

 

Germania proudly supports your organization's purpose.  
 

Germania has acted to preserve German-American heritage for 175 years. 
Sharing our culture, customs, arts, and language promotes awareness of 
German contributions to American life and history. We are pleased to 
support our daughter club, the Germania Almrausch Schuhplattler Verein, 
founded in 1970 at the old Germania Hall at 197 Church Street, City of 
Poughkeepsie, NY.  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Germania of Poughkeepsie, Inc. 
Seit 1850 

37 Old DeGarmo Road, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 
www.GermaniaPok.com 

 

OKTOBERFEST! Sept 6, 7 & 8, 2025 

CHRISTKINDLMARKT! Nov 21 & 22, 2025 



Dear Officers and Members of Germania Almrausch SV,  

On behalf of the members of Edelweiss Passaic, I would like to 

congratulate your Verein, our Patenkind, on celebrating your 55th 

Anniversary.  This great achievement reflects the dedication of your 

leadership and members’ commitment to keeping our shared 

traditions alive and our friendships strong. I look forward to 

celebrating this momentous occasion with Gemütlichkeit, beer and Jägermeister (or is it 

cough syrup?).  Cheers to many more years to come! Congratulations! 

Der Sitt und Tracht der Alten, wollen wir Erhalten! 

Mit Trachtengruß, 

Judy Kulich 

Judy Kulich 

President 

Edelweiss-Passaic 

 

 

 

To the Officers and Members of Germania Almrausch Schuhplattler Verein, 

Congratulations on reaching the milestone of your 55th year! (Because we all know what was 

going on in the world when you should have been celebrating your 50th!). But 55 years is quite an 

accomplishment that should not be overlooked.  It is a testament to all that you as a club are doing 

right (or Echt if you prefer). As your Patenverein (aka…”Daddy”) it is once again a great time to 

celebrate your achievements with you! 

Regrettably, I personally will not be able to be there to celebrate with you this evening, but know 

that where I am, I will be raising a beer or two in your honor.  I look forward to the next time we 

will be together again in person! 

Again, Congratulations! Moreover, I wish you many more years of continued success! 

Sitt und Tracht der Alten wollen wir Erhalten! 

Mit Trachtengruß; 

 
Michael Wolz 

Immediate Past President 

Edelweiss-Passaic 



 

CONGRATULATORY GREETINGS TO GERMANIA ALMRAUSCH SV 

 

On behalf of the Auerhahn Schuhplattler Verein, it 

is my pleasure to extend our congratulations and 

best wishes to you on your 55th Stiftungsfest.  

 

The ties between Auerhahn SV and the Germania Almrausch go 

back to July of 1971 at the Bavarian Summer Festival in Barnesville, 

PA. Through the years, our friendship continued to grow. In 1984, our 

friends in Poughkeepsie sponsored us in becoming members of the 

Gauverband Nordamerika.  

 

Fast-forward many wonderful years and several generations of new dancers, we, the 

Auerhahn Schuhplattler Verein, are proud and honored to be your Patenkind Verein. We wish 

Germania Almrausch a successful Fest and many more years of friendship!  

 

Mit Freundlichen Grüßen,  

Veronica Littlefield, Vorstand 

Auerhahn SV – Oley, PA 

 

 

 

May 31, 2025 

 

Greetings to all members of the Germania Almrausch Schuhplattler 

Verein! 

 

Ever since your first performance after your founding in 1970, it has 

always been a pleasure to watch you dance at all the festivals and 

events both here at Germania and throughout the Hudson Valley.  

The Kindergruppe is always a tremendous hit!  

 

Congratulations on the occasion of your 55th Stiftungsfest.  May you 

have many more years of success, happiness and Gemütlichkeit as 

you continue to showcase Bavarian Folk Dancing and the traditions 

of our German-American heritage.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Carol Ann Fischer, Chairperson 

Dr. Charles Gilbert Spross Unit No. 167 

Steuben Society of America – Poughkeepsie, NY 



GGEERRMMAANNIIAA  AALLMMRRAAUUSSCCHH  SS..VV..  HHIISSTTOORRYY 

History Page 1 of 9 

 

Germania of Poughkeepsie, founded as Germania Singing Society in 1850, is dedicated to the 

preservation of German and German-American culture. In addition, Germania's mission encompasses 
educating the public about German heritage. For 175 years Germania has provided a place of social 

gathering for people of European descent. In 1969, after seeing a performance of Schuhplattler dances 

at a festival, a handful of Germania members formed a group and set forth its purpose to promote and 

preserve Bavarian folk dance and culture. On January 23, 1970, the first official meeting of “Germania 

Almrausch” was held under the leadership of Charter President Robert E. Rose Jr., who held that 

position until June 1974, and Charter Vorplattler Charles Angevine. In 
fact, the founding members were Robert, Rosina Huettinger Wilkert (the 

first Vice-President), Dorrie Rose (the first Treasurer), Ingeborg T. Egan 

(the first Secretary), Charles, Len Plumb, Ed Berger and Clarence “Babe” 

Killmer as documented in the minutes of that 1st monthly meeting. 

Charles, who had danced with Edelweiss-Passaic of New Jersey since he 
was a teenager, was the only member with Schuhplattler experience. With 

the blessing and help of Edelweiss-Passaic, Charles brought sheet music, 

dances and information about Tracht to the Almrausch and continued to 

teach the group until he transferred out of the area in 1971. At that time 

George Hupe was appointed Vorplattler and held that position until 

January of 1977. He held that position again at various times over the years, as well as other positions 
during his active membership such as 2. Vorplattler, President and Business Manager.  

 

The first bylaws were adopted on January 15, 1971.  On April 16, 1971, Ria Plumb was the first "new 

member" application to be voted on.  The first recorded election of officers was held on June 23, 1971; 

Almrausch had 22 members at that time and 16 voting members were present. Annual elections were 
held in June until 1975 and then Almrausch revised its bylaws calling for annual elections to be held 

in January.  The first time Trachtenmutter became an elected position was January 14, 1976.  

"Germania Almrausch Schuhplattler Verein" filed its Certificate of Incorporation with New York State 

on March 23, 1976 with the assistance of Judith Ann Hillery.  Trustees were appointed until the 

election held on January 12, 1977.  In 2004, officer terms were changed to two years.  Vortänzerin 

(female dance leader) is historically and currently an appointed officer position, except years 2006-
2013 when she was an elected officer.  In 2015, the positions of Trustee, Business Manager and Zweite 

Vorplattler were eliminated in an effort to balance the officer-member ratio. 

 

On April 3, 1971, Almrausch held a dance at Germania Hall on 197 Church Street, City of 
Poughkeepsie, called Gründungsfest to celebrate its first year.  There were 292 tickets sold; the 

Knickerbockers provided the music and the group performed the Kronentanz (crown dance). After that, 
the group's annual anniversary dance, called Stiftungsfest, was held the fourth Saturday of April until 

the Church Street clubhouse was sold in 1997. Thereafter until 2012, our Stiftungsfest celebration 

was held bi-annually in the spring. The Kronentanz was the group's traditional Ehrentanz (honorary 

dance) up until and including the 35th Stiftungsfest in 2005, which 

was held at The Italian Center because Germania's new clubhouse was 

still under construction.  On April 28, 2007, Almrausch held its first 
Stiftungsfest in its new home at Germania Hall, 37 Old DeGarmo 

Road, Town of Poughkeepsie. We welcomed our Patenverein Edelweiss-

Passaic (Passaic, NJ), our Patenkind Auerhahn SV (Oley, PA), SG 

Alpenland Montreal (Canada), and Alpenrose SV (Lancaster, PA), and 

celebrated to the music of The Austrian Boys Band. On May 30, 2015, 
we celebrated by holding a 45th Stiftungsfest where we enjoyed the 

music of Bernie’s Orchestra and welcomed Edelweiss-Passaic SV, 

Auerhahn SV, Alpenrose SV, Bavarian Club Edelweiss Westchester, German American Social Club of 

Peekskill, SG Alpenland Montreal, SV Alt-Washingtonia, and United German Hungarian Schuhplattler 

Group. Since we no longer hold a bi-annual celebration, and our 50th was cancelled due to the global 

Covid-19 pandemic in 2020, a gathering of Trachtler friends is all the more special when we do hold 
an event. We look forward to our 55th Stiftungsfest being held May 31, 2025 where we will welcome 

Trachtlers once again to Poughkeepsie and celebrate to the music of The Adlers Band.  

 

 

 



GGEERRMMAANNIIAA  AALLMMRRAAUUSSCCHH  SS..VV..  HHIISSTTOORRYY 

History Page 2 of 9 

 

THE MUSIC AND PERFORMANCES 

 
The group’s first musician was Fritz Doneit who mastered his accordion with 

much encouragement from the group. Fritz played for many years for the adults 

and the children. When he retired his accordion he played piano for the 

children’s group into the early eighties. Fritz became a member of Germania in 

1938, Honorary Member in 1999 and sadly passed away at age 98 in 2001. The 

group was also fortunate over the years to dance to the accordion music of Joe 
Eppich (1977-1982) and Steve Mazucca, and the button box music of Adam 

Levine. After Fritz, our Kindergruppe danced to the accordion music of Ursula 

Holl, Esther Odescalchi, and Steve Mazzuca, and then to the accordion music 

of dance member Marion Bauer who learned to play from band 

leader and longtime Almrausch friend, Joe Unger. Since year 
2022, the Almrausch adult and children's groups are fortunate 

to have our member, accordionist Erik Yearack to play for us, and when he joins us 

on the dance floor we rely on recorded music. Erik made his Gaufest debut as an 

accordionist at the 28th Gaufest in Atlantic City, NJ (2022) where he played 

accordion for two einzel couples and our Ehrentanz, and he joined the other 

musicians to play for the Massenplattler. That same year he was invited on stage to 
play some songs with The Adlers Band and the Maria & John Band, and it’s been a 

pleasure to watch his passion for the accordion grow. 

 

Almrausch proudly had its first performance in its own backyard 

at the Germania Picnic on July 12, 1970. Its first public 
appearance was on August 2, 1970 at the Clearwater Sloop 

Festival on the Hudson’s riverfront in Poughkeepsie. In addition to 

the ‘plattlers’, Almrausch performed fest dances such as the 

Harvest Dance, Mühlradl-Tanz and the Steire Figuren Tanz. By 

1971 membership had grown to 20+ members. The club has been 

honored to dance throughout the East Coast. Our Verein started 
dancing at The German Alps Festival in 1973 when it originated at 

the Bavarian Manor Country Inn in Purling NY, and then it was moved to Hunter Mountain in 1975.  

 

Together with Germania Singing Society and Germania Blue & White Soccer Club, on June 7, 1987 

the Germania Almrausch participated in the City of Poughkeepsie's Tricentennial Parade and 
celebration of 300 years of People, Pride and Progress.  The parade proceeded down Hooker Avenue to 

the River Front Festival at Bartlett Park, and Almrausch performed.   

 

We enjoyed performing at the summertime Hunter Mountain German 

Alps Festival for 27 years, until year 2000. But we continued dancing at 

Hunter Mountain, at its annual Oktoberfest from year 2000 until 2019 
giving us a 46-year long history of entertaining at the mountaintop village 

of Hunter, NY in Greene County.  Other favorite past times include New 

Hackensack Bier Fest, Great Escape, Taj Mahal, 

Belleayre Ski Lodge, Black Forest Mill Restaurant, Our 

Lady of Mt. Carmel Church, West Point Officer’s Club, 
and the Poughkeepsie Galleria Mall for Germania's bake sale. Almrausch currently 

performs annually at Germania's 3-day festivals (Maifest and Oktoberfest), Yulan 

Fire Department’s Von Steuben Day German fest in Barryville, Tymor Park in Union 

Vale, and German American Club of Albany; and more recently at Glenville 

Oktoberfest, Krucker’s Oktoberfest and Aspire Brewing Oktoberfest. The group has 

also donated its time entertaining at hospitals, nursing homes and schools.  
Almrausch attends the Stiftungsfest celebrations held by other Schuhplattler Vereine and enjoys doing 

an Ehrentanz at those events. 

 

 

 

 



GGEERRMMAANNIIAA  AALLMMRRAAUUSSCCHH  SS..VV..  HHIISSTTOORRYY 
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KINDERGRUPPE 

 
The Almrausch members who had children encouraged them to learn 

the Schuhplattler dances. By 1971 the Germania Almrausch 

Kindergruppe had taken its formation under the direction of Gloria 

Hupe. Gloria first taught the Kindergruppe the Bandltanz, a maypole 

dance. The original children dancers were Hugo Fueglein Jr., Diane 

Hupe, Norman Licis, Audrey and 
Robert Rose, Charlotte Barnum, Joey 

Huettinger, and Cindy Plumb. By August of 1971 the Kindergruppe 

consisted of approximately eight couples and Hugo Fueglein Sr. 

helped Gloria teach. In 1973, their successor Kindergruppe directors 

were Bob and Dorrie Rose followed by Fred & Elizabeth Wilkins who 
directed the Kindergruppe 1975-1977.  It was also in 1973 that a teen 

(junior) group was formed with Carl Zuck and Gabi Bunk being the 

first recorded junior members.  Ann Von Knoblauch and Fred Salchli 

directed the Junior Group until 1977 which is when all the teens 

moved into the adult group. Members Gábor and Christine Pattantyús, who took leadership of the 

Kindergruppe from 1978 until 1993, were proud to have the children present the Knappentanz 
(Miner’s Dance) at the Almrausch 19th Anniversary, a dance that was taught to them by Adam Levine. 

Gábor also brought the Ambosstanz to the Kindergruppe and 

taught them the Steire Figurin Tanz. After the Pattantyús’ 

retired as the Directors (15 years), Dan Bauer and Pam Capelli 

took the leadership and in 1994 they took the Kindergruppe to 
the 1st Mid-Atlantic Kinderfest hosted by Auerhahn SV in Oley, 

PA.  Sadly, membership dwindled and when Pam’s family 

relocated to Florida, in July 1995, the Kindergruppe folded. It 

was revived in the year 2000 under the direction of David and 

Faith Yearack with their niece and nephew dancing and families 

Rose, Doedee, Zehner and Zuck.  In 2007, Dave attended a 
workshop hosted by our Patenverein Edelweiss-Passaic and from it brought the Besentanz to the 

Kindergruppe; at our 37th Stiftungsfest the dance was showcased using broom props donated to us by 

Edelweiss-Passaic. In 2010, Dave and Faith briefly re-introduced the Bankltanz at the urging of their 

son Erik; the benches for the Kindergruppe were handmade and donated by Hank Parslow. Faith co-

directed the Kindergruppe through 2012; Jennifer Reichert became co-director in 2013 to 2015, and 
then again 2017-2018. Dave continued as its director until August 2018 holding the longest run as 

Director with 18 years. Gertjan Doedee (aka GJ) became Dave’s successor and managed the kids 

group through January 2025. Bev Orser was the Kindergruppe co-director from 2019 through 

January 2025.  In 2019 they started up the Bankltanz again for the junior members of our group and 

later started teaching the Kinder boys.  GJ and Bev taught the kids a folk dance called the Der 

Siebenschritt (Seven Steps). In February 2025, April Yearack became the Kindergruppe Director.  
 

At the beginning of 2015, the Kindergruppe had grown again to more than 20 kids; the numbers 

always fluctuate as they take on academic sports and other interests and move on, and new kids join 

again. We teach the Kindergruppe dances that the adults perform and we look forward to 

performances we do with both groups on the floor.   
 

On June 5, 2010, Almrausch was the host of the 17th annual Mid-Atlantic Kinderfest.  Sixteen vereine 

checked in representing the Germania Kinderchor and Schuhplattler Kindergruppen from New York, 

New Jersey, Connecticut, Pennsylvania and Quebec. We held a parade of over 170 children in Tracht  
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to the music of The Austrian Boys Band. The 2010 Kinderfest Committee was Dave & Faith Yearack, 

Karen Rose and Jennifer Reichert who were later joined by Evelyn Wuytack and George & Gloria Hupe. 

Karen and Faith introduced the first ever traveling Kinderfest scrapbooks - over 45 pages capturing 
most of the first 16 years of Kinderfest. The memories of our hosted Kinderfest, and each year since, 

are now within the pages of those books and passed to the next host each year to be shared by all. The 

25th Mid-Atlantic Kinderfest was hosted by the Kinderfest Founders, Auerhahn 

Schuhplattler Verein (our patenkind), on Saturday June 2, 2018 at the Evergreen 

Country Club in Oley PA. Germania Almrausch attended with 23 people, including 

10 Kindergruppe/Junior dancer participants! We are proud to have attended 
nearly all of Mid-Atlantic Kinderfest events held in its first 25 years. 

 

Almrausch is proud to have a children’s dance group in addition to its adult group 

and recognizes it is important to invest in the children as the club’s future. In 

fact, in 2016 we had three "kids" move up as Junior Members of the adult group, 

and in 2017 we had seven! We continue to welcome Kinder dancers as Junior 
Members, typically when they turn 14.  

 

THE GAU 

 

Edelweiss-Passaic of New Jersey sponsored the membership 
application of Germania Almrausch to the Gauverband 

Nordamerika, Bayerisher Schuhplattler und Trachten Vereine. 

This organization is composed of Bavarian folk dance and 

Schuhplattler groups and Trachten Vereine throughout the US 

and Canada. In 1974 Germania Almrausch S.V. was voted into 

the Gauverband. Since that time, Almrausch has had the honor of 
sponsoring two clubs joining the Gauverband: The Original 

Auerhahn Schuhplattler of Miami (at the request of Honorary 

member Gene Somma) and in 1984, the Auerhahn S.V. of Oley, 

PA (which celebrated its 25th anniversary in April 2005).  Our 

relationship with Auerhahn of Oley began in the early 1970's, 
before they were even founded, when we met George Babilon, then 

with Edelweiss Reading, at the Barnsville (PA) festival where he 

was running a Weinstube (wine bar). In April 1996, the Auerhahn 

of Oley came to Poughkeepsie for its Patenbitten ceremony and 

requested Almrausch to be its Patenverein, which we proudly 

accepted, and on May 25, 1996 they held their Fahnenweihe (flag 
blessing ceremony).  

 

The Gauverband was formed as a federation to form bonds and 

improve communication between Vereine throughout North 

America, and because dance style varies from one region to another, it also sets the rules and 
guidelines for Preisplatteln. Preisplatteln (competition dancing) takes place every two years and is 
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hosted by a member Verein. This gathering is called “Gaufest”. Almrausch attended its first Gaufest in 

Montreal in 1975 and is proud to have been represented at most Gaufests since then. Almrausch 
participated in Gruppen (group) Preisplatteln in Montreal, 1975; New York City, 1981; New Jersey, 

1989 and Buffalo, 1993. At the 7th Gaufest in 1979, hosted by GTEV D'Oberlandler, 
Los Angeles, California, the Germania Almrausch was presented with the Weitpreis, a 

silver trophy given to the Verein that had traveled farthest to hold onto until the next 

Gaufest.   

 
In 2013, at the 24th Gaufest, junior member Janneke Doedee represented Almrausch 

by competing in the Einzelpreisplatteln (one couple competition) 16-34 Age Group - a 

first for her and the club! While she and her partner, Phillip Loeschinger from GTEV 

Schlierachtaler Stamm, did not place, they did do very well for their first time together 

and for an age group that saw 66 couples compete.  

 
The Gauverband Nordamerika was invited to participate in the Trachten-und Schützenzug and 

perform at the Oide Wiesn Festzelt of the Oktoberfest for two very special reasons: the 100th 

Anniversary of Trachtlers in America (2014 marked the anniversary of America’s first Schuhplattler 

Club, S.V. Edelweiss Chicago) and the 50th Anniversary of the Gauverband Nordamerika. In 

September 2014, over 350 Trachtlers from over 35 Schuhplattler clubs from Canada and the United 
States, including Germania Almrausch SV, represented the Gauverband Nordamerika at the 181. 

Münchner Oktoberfest.  

 

In August 2015, at the 25th Gaufest in Milwaukee, Wisconsin hosted by S.V.E.V. D'Oberlandler, 

Janneke Doedee represented Almrausch by competing in the Einzelpreisplatteln 16-34 Age Group with 

her partner, Eric Schoellkopf from the Auerhahn Schuhplattler Verein, our Patenkind, from Oley, PA.  
They came in 29th (out of 68 couples) performing the Schnackwalzer. Janneke’s younger sister, 

Sabine, competed too. Her first time competing at a Gaufest, Sabine came in 4th place in the Jugend-

Einzelpreisplattln performing the Haushammer, just shy of 3rd place by .17 points. Her partner, Caleb 

Weber from BSC Holzackerbuam, Toledo came in 3rd place.  

 
Sabine Doedee competed again in the Jugend-Einzelpreisplatteln in July 2017 at the 26th Gaufest in 

Buffalo with Tristan Allmendinger from Edelweiss Reading. She placed 3rd in her age group making 

her eligible to participate in the 2018 Bayerischer Löwe. So in June 2018, GJ & Sabine Doedee and 

Bev Orser attended the 84. Allgäuer Gaufest, hosted by D'Wageggler in Haldenwang (Bavaria), which 

included the Bayerischer Löwe hosted by the Gauverband Nordamerika. In a parade of about 3,000 

Trachtlers, Gauverband NA was lined up # 11 out of about 110 spots! This Trachtenfest included our 
Preisplatteln champions from the US participating in competition where our Junior Member Sabine 

ranked 6th in her age group. 

 

With a group of 15 people, Germania Almrausch attended the 27th Gaufest held July 4-7, 2019, in 

Washington, D.C., which was hosted Alt Washingtonia Schuhplattler Verein and where we had 
participants in the Einzelpreisplatteln: In the 12-15-year category: Erik Yearack (with Sofia Mueller 

from SG Alpenland Montreal, and again with Felicia Hepp from Bavarian Club Edelweiss), and 

Christian Kuklis (with Allison Bogovic of Bavarian Club Edelweiss); and in the 16-34 year category: 

Jarrett Kuklis (with GJ's daughter Sabine then of Edelweiss Reading group), and April Yearack (with 

Zachary Gagne from Montreal); all received respectable scores and we are very proud of these young 

dancers.  Congratulations also to Erik who did a very respectable job as acting Fahnenträger for this 
event, and to GJ Doedee who realized his goal to lead the group onto the dance floor at the Gau after a 

miraculous recovery from his motorcycle accident on October 31, 2018.   

 

Our Patenverein, Edelweiss-Passaic, hosted the 28th Gaufest the 

weekend of July 8-11, 2021 in Atlantic City, NJ! While we did not 
participate in Preisplatteln, we did attend with 15 members and proudly 

performed an Ehrentanz. In honor of Edelweiss-Passaic hosting the 

Gaufest and celebrating its 65th anniversary, we presented them with a 

Fahnenband.  
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In 2023, Erik & April Yearack represented Germania Almrausch by competing in the Einzel 

Preisplatteln 16-34 Age Group at the 29th Gaufest hosted by S.T.V. Bavaria Cleveland at the Kalahari 
Resort in Sandusky, Ohio. This was their 1st Einzel as dance partners, and Erik’s 1st in this age 
group; they danced the Haushammer Plattler. 

 

MID-ATLANTIC JUGEND EINZELPLATTELN  

 

The Mid-Atlantic region of Schuhplattlers is defined as the southern-most host: 
Enzian Volkstanzgruppe, Newark, DE; western-most host: Alpenrose Schuhplattlers, 

Lancaster, PA; northern-most host: Germania Almrausch SV, Poughkeepsie NY; and 

eastern-most host: Alpenland Taenzer, New Britain, CT.  Each year in March, the 

youth of the region can participate to be ranked or critiqued.  

 

It was another "first" for Almrausch on March 7, 2015, when Kindergruppe member 
Sabine Doedee participated in the Mid-Atlantic Jugend Einzelplatteln hosted by 

Enzian Volkstanzgruppe in Delaware with her partner Ethan Dunn from Edelweiss-

Passaic; she danced very well, ranking 4th out of ten girls in the 10-13 Age Group.  

 

In March 2017, Junior Members Sabine Doedee and Jarrett Kuklis participated in the Mid-Atlantic 
Jugend Einzelplatteln hosted by United German Hungarians in Pennsylvania. 

 

In March 2018, at the Mid-Atlantic Jugend 

Einzelplatteln hosted by Alpenrose S.V. in Lancaster, 

Pennsylvania, the following members represented 

Germania Almrausch: Junior Members Christian 
Kuklis, Michael Lindner, and Erik Yearack (Age 13-

16 Boys), and April Yearack (Age 13-16 Girls), and 

Kindergruppe member Isabelle Molison (Age 9-12 

Girls). It was our largest participation in this event to 

date and a first for each of them!  
 

In March 2020, hosted again by Alpenrose S.V., Junior member April Yearack (Age 13-16 Girls) 

competed at the Mid-Atlantic Jugend Einzelplatteln with her partner Josh Stanavage of Alpenrose 

S.V., and for the first time, Kindergruppe member Hazel Mangelsdorf (Age 13-16 Girls) competed with 

her partner Landen Peck of Alpenrose S.V. 

 
 In March 2025, G.T.E.V. Die Gemuetlichen Enzianer hosted the Mid-

Atlantic Jugend Einzelplatteln, and 

Kindergruppe member Maeby Schonmann 

competed for her first time (Age 12-15 Girls) 

with her partner from the host club, Markus 
Oberheim. The results for the eight girls in this 

group were close and Maeby was the youngest; 

we are proud of her respectable performance. 

Maeby was wearing the Miesbacher hat once belonging to founding member 

Dorrie Rose, and Gloria Hupe’s shoes; she had the matriarchs of our Verein 

with her in spirit!   
 

We are so proud of all these young Trachtlers! 

 

TRACHT 

 
The first Dirndl worn by the women was made locally by seamstress Krista 

Kohlmaier. The Dirndls worn over the years after that were made by 

Almrausch members Inge Egan, Dorrie Rose-Mathewson and Margarethe 

Killmer (purple Dirndl, black Dirndl with flowers, and the burgundy 

spencer and skirt interchangeable with the grey-green flowered spencer and 

skirt). In 1974, Almrausch first appeared in Festtracht (formal traditional 
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costume). The club’s Miesbacher Festtracht consisted of a deep red wine skirt with black velvet ribbon 

circling the bottom, a Meider and an imported white cotton blouse, apron and 
shawl set with lace inserts. Today the ladies wear a silk shawl and apron with 

their Festtracht, which were initially made by Barbi Stanavage of Alpenrose 

SV. In 1981, the men received its club designed crosspiece for the 

hosenträger (suspenders). It is embroidered with the Verein’s name and was 

made by Trachten Pöllmann in Munich, Germany; Ernst Licht now makes 

our crosspiece.  The hunter green Dirndl was also made by Ernst Licht and 
was first worn by the group at the 12th Gaufest in 1989. Almrausch later 

adopted a black-teal plaid skirt made by a 

seamstress in Albany and a dark blue Dirndl 

made in Canada by a woman named Regina. The men purchased and 

started wearing Bauchgurt (belts) in 2005. Material scraps from our 
Dirndls from three decades were sewn into a quilt by Kathleen Magiera of 

Cranston, RI (cousin of Almrausch member Karen Rose) and the quilt 

was raffled off at our 35th Stiftungsfest on May 14, 2005.  In 2015, a 

hunter green skirt and spencer, a black skirt, and interchangeable 

multicolored aprons were made for the adult women by Bergland 

Trachten. Also in 2015, the Almrausch ordered new name pins 
beautifully cast in white bronze with oak leaf border with a design that is a replica of the club's 

hosenträger crosspiece. They were made by BNA Custom (company owner and jeweler Angelo Giaimo).  

 

As for the history of the Kindergruppe Tracht, the Kindergruppe girls first 

wore blue Dirndls, then red Dirndls with flowers, that 
were made by Dorrie.  Around 2002, when the Kinder 

girls of the re-formed Kindergruppe grew out of the 

remaining red Dirndls, they adopted a black spencer 

and burgundy Tracht skirts handed down by the adult 

women. Since the group continued to grow in size and 

the girls outnumbered the skirts, in 2005 the girls then 
wore a green multicolored skirt with pink hearts, and a 

mauve colored apron and shawl set, that was made by Anny Mueller of SG Alpenland 

Montreal; they first wore it at our 35th Stiftungsfest. Singer Helga Nowak-Razey later 

made a new mauve apron and shawl set for the girls out of a heavier, silkier fabric. In 

2009, the girls adopted a blue Dirndl and a multicolored checked apron made by 
Bergland Trachten in Kansas and wore it for the first time at the 16th Mid-Atlantic 

Kinderfest. In 2014, the girls adopted the black flowered skirt with yellow aprons 

using unused material and gently used Dirndls the adults wore from 1976 through 

the late 1980's; and they found material so they can continue wearing burgundy 

skirts to match the adults. In 2018, we again made use of retired adult skirts and 

fabric sitting in storage by adding a grey-green with burgundy flowers skirt and 
burgundy apron to the Kindergruppe Tracht; a sewing project taken on by Barbi 

Stanavage. Barbi also worked on additional burgundy Tracht skirts for a growing 

children's group. Our boys wear grey Lederhosen that we purchase from Ernst Licht 

Embroidery and Imports and they alternate between white shirts and checked shirts. 

 
THE FLAG (FAHNEN) 

 

In 1972, a committee was created to work on getting the group a 

Tischstandarten (table standard / flag); its members were Rolf 

Dammenhayn, George & Gloria Hupe, Bob Rose, Fred Salchli, and Inge 

Egan.  Gloria's cousin Rudolf Jaeger took drawings, made by the members, 
to Markt Hohenwart in Bayern, Germany, where nuns hand embroidered the 

group’s table flag. It is made of silk and is bordered by 14K gold fringe. It 

arrived from Germany in 1974 at a cost of 606.63 marks (approximately 

$250 US). The inscription on the table flag’s backside reads “Treu dem 

Guten Alten Brauch” (loyal to the good ol’ traditions).  Bill Von Knoblauch 

made a wood case for the table flag that we still use today.   
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The group’s full-size club flag is an exact replica of the table flag. It was ordered 
from Reichardt Flag Shop in Poughkeepsie and made in Pennsylvania. It arrived at 

the club in 1984 and was shown to family and friends at the 14th Stiftungsfest. As 

a prerequisite for the consecration of the flag being planned, on October 28, 1990, 

a Patenbitten ceremony was held where Edelweiss-Passaic accepted our 

sponsorship request and became our Patenverein (our Godfather association) for 

our upcoming flag blessing ceremony. The weekend of April 19, 1991 Almrausch 
celebrated its 21st Anniversary and Fahnenweihe (a flag blessing ceremony to devote the flag solemnly 

to a purpose).  April 20, 1991 was officially proclaimed “Fahnenweihe Day” by City of Poughkeepsie 

Mayor Robert E Bleakley and was also recognized by the County Legislature, State Assembly and State 

Senate. The service that day was lead by Rev. Richard LaMorte, Pastor of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Church, and was accompanied by Pastor Henry J. Wuertz of the First Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
Almrausch was honored to have the Germania Singing Society 
sing the hymns for the service; they sang the Sanctus, Loben 
Den Herren, Grosser Gott wir Loben dich! and Nun danket all 
Gott, and Frieden (Peace) was sung solo by Annaliese Durr. 

Scriptures were read by Christine Pattantyús and George 

Hupe, and prayer of intercession by Steve Mazzuca.  Following 

the flag blessing, the Fahnenmutter banner was presented by 
Gloria Hupe, the Gründungs Mietglieder banner by Dorrie 

Rose-Mathewson, Kindergruppe by Sarah vonBurg, 

Patenverein banners by Erika Rechner, and the Totenband in 

honor of our deceased by Grete Licis. Almrausch and its guest 

Vereine paraded, with Steve Wood as our Fahnenträger, to the 

Poughkeepsie Main Mall and danced the traditional Massenplattler (dance as a large group) around 
the Bee Hive. The formal banquet was held at the Mid-Hudson Civic Center and the group took pride 

presenting its own version of the Marianna Plattler under the leadership of 1. Vorplattler Joseph 

Sultana to approximately 500 guests. This memorable weekend opened doors to new friendships and 

strengthened old friendships.  

 
Almrausch's first Fahnenträger (flag-bearer) was Henry Schmitz ( Feb. 1979 - Mar. 1984).  The honor 

of carrying the club's flag was then held by Mark H Delaney, and through the years Steve Wood, Greg 

Delaney, Mark E Delaney, Gertjan Doedee, Kevin Blatz, and Robert Rose. Michael Reichert was our 

Fahnenträger 2013 thru 2018, and has held that honor again since 2023. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

GOOD TIMES, GOOD FRIENDS… 

 

Music, Dance and Gemuetlichkeit! Through the years the Almrausch has come 

to know and love a great many people within the Gauverband. It was through 
these lifelong friendships that the 12:01 Club was organized. Members of 

Germania Almrausch SV, Alpenveilchen, Auerhahn SV and United German 

Hungarian Schuhplattlers came up with the idea to co-host a Gaufest 

hospitality room and it was a tremendous success at the 12th Gaufest in 1989 in 

New Jersey! John Blank, Gary Phlag, Ronnie Row and Robb Rose will never 
forget the line that formed outside the door waiting to get in, or the bottles of 

Jägermeister that were consumed! Alpenrose Schuhplattlers later joined the 

12:01 Club at Auerhahn’s Annual Picnic; a ceremonial event that was all in good fun. The name of the 

club comes from not being able to open the doors of your hospitality room to guests until after 

Midnight, which is when the Gaufest Banquet ends. Cartoonist Marty Qatani designed a special logo: a 
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penguin dressed in Lederhosen pouring a shot of Jägermeister! The logo appeared on post-it stickers 

and letterhead in 1989 and on embroidered shirts in 1993. Musicians from the participating Vereine 
would provide a musical jamboree at each party. Unfortunately, by the 15th Gaufest, it was getting too 

hard to host the 12:01 Club Hospitality Room due to cost and hotel restrictions. So, the 12:01 Club 

disbanded. 

 

Almrausch, a daughter club of Germania of Poughkeepsie, is proud to call Germania Hall home.  

Almrausch members have served on the Germania Board as well as on committees. Our support for 
our mother club is documented as early as June of 1972 when Almrausch donated seven yards of 

concrete for the shelter.  In fact, in the early 1970s, Oktoberfest at Germania was a joint endeavor 

with profit sharing.  In 1996, Almrausch donated and installed a swing set to Germania, which was a 

welcome addition to the Germania festival grounds. In 2006, Almrausch moved, enlarged and 

improved the swing set and in 2008 installed a chain link fence 
for the playground. It takes pride in seeing Germania’s future, 

the children, playing there. In addition to some monetary 

donations by the group and its individual members during the 

construction of the new clubhouse, a group of Almrausch 

members and friends were instrumental in building the vestibule 

that serves as the main entrance of the new clubhouse which 
opened in the summer of 2006. Almrausch members Robert 

Rose and Mike Reichert also served on the team that was 

instrumental in building the bar at the new clubhouse under the 

leadership of Germania member, the late Cal Baker.  The group 

hopes to help as much as it can with future improvements of the Germania clubhouse, pavilion and 
grounds. We donated annually as a newsletter advertiser until Sept 2020 when the newsletter was 

suspended after Karen Roses’ retirement after almost 15 years as editor for Germania. Almrausch 

donates annually at Germania's Christmas Party and to its 25-Week Club insurance fund, and it staffs 

the kitchen and dining hall at least 2 times each year for Biergarten events. 

 

In July 2001, Almrausch's "Public Relations Committee" Karen Rose and GJ Doedee released the first 
issue of a club newsletter, In Verbindung. GJ served as the first editor through 2003. Karen Rose 

became editor in 2004 and held this position until 2016; she released a special holiday edition in 
December 2022. In Verbindung was one way we remained connected to our members, family, friends 

and fellow Trachtlers, and hopefully we will publish again in the future.  In April 2014, former member 

John Weinzierl created our Facebook page and we have been closer than ever to our friends and each 

other through this social media. With Karen Rose as our page administrator since 2016, we actively 
interact with people all over the US and in several countries.  We welcome you to find us 

@GermaniaAlmrauschSV, and ask that you "like" our page and follow us.  You can also find us on the 

web at www.GermaniaPok.com.    

 

2025 marks the group's 55th year. Germania Almrausch Schuhplattler Verein would like to recognize 

our members with 25 or more years of membership that are still active: Gertjan Doedee, Robb & Karen 
Rose, Dave & Faith Yearack and Christine & Gábor Pattantyús.  We also respectfully recognize the 

following founding member that is still connected to the group through his Life Membership: Eugene 

Schlag.   

 

This written history is dedicated to our departed members: Charles Angevine, Edwin Bauer, Eddie 
Berger, Mark E. Delaney, Fritz Doneit, Inge Egan, Bruno Groetschel, Thomas Hart, George Hupe, 

Gloria Hupe, Rudolph Jaeger, Clarence Babe Killmer, Helmut Kraft, Ojars Licis, Leonard Plumb, 

Dorrie Rose, Robert E. Rose Jr., Audrey Salchli, Fred Salchli, Horst Schaffner, Gisela Schmitz, Henry 

Schmitz, Bill Von Knoblauch, and Rosina Huettinger Wilkert. 

 

Almrausch continues to look for new members and hopes that many generations to come will join us 
and continue to bring Bavarian dance into the community, uphold true traditions and promote 

German social and cultural activities.  

 
Rev May 2025 
 





Congratulations! 

 

55 years of great times and wonderful friendship! 

Auerhahn Schuhplattler Verein 

Oley PA 
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Jenny Reichert 
Michael Reichert 
Mike Reichert 
Victoria Reichert 
Monique Rencricca 
Bill Reuter 
Sylvia Reuter 
Ingrid Richter 
Karen Rose 
Rachael Rose 
Robb Rose 
Serena Rose 
Victoria Rose 
Victoria Rose 
Tonia Ruf 
John Russell 
Kathy Samsel 
Mary Scaringi 
Ellen Schoenfeld 
Lore Schoenfeld 
Ashley Schonmann 
Gary Schonmann 
Henry Schonmann 
James Schonmann 
Joyce Schonmann 
Maeby Schonmann 
Meara Schonmann 
Debra Schumacher 
Joanne Schumacher 

John Schumacher 
Sam Segar 
Sharon Sienkiewicz 
Crystal Stranger 
Rose Strecker 
Judith Streily 
William Streily 
John Trott  
 
   

Boosters (continued) 
Thelma & Louise Ride Again 

Trudy Wegner 
Ginger Whitely  
Claude Wuytack 
Evelyn Wuytack 
Gregory Wuytack 
Jason Wuytack 
April Yearack 
Dave Yearack 
Erik Yearack 
Faith Yearack 
Yvonne Yuen 
Bonnie Zarzeka 
Emmett Don Zarzeka 
Frank Zarzeka 
Jade Zarzeka 
Diane Zehner 
Steven Zehner 
T.J. Zehner 
Steven Zehner, Jr. 
Gretchen Zehner-Berry 
Carl Zuck 
Jaeger Zuck 
Nickolaus Zuck 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
 

Jo-Ann Crusius 
Bill Lee 
Lynne Martin 
Dorrie Rose Mathewson 
George Hupe 
Gloria Hupe 
 

George Babilon 
Barn Parties!!  
Ben & Lauren  
Libby Dewald 
Eric & Diane  
Fly Auerhahn Fly!  
Fritz & Duffy  
Giulia  
Herzlichen Glueckwunsch, Freunde 

Josh & Nicole  
Lee & Amy  
Littlefield Family  
Sawyer & Harper  
Sweet memories from Barnesville  
The Row Family  
Jimmy Schoellkopf 

AUERHAHN  
SCHUHPLATTLER VEREIN 

EDELWEISS-PASSAIC 
  
The Blume Family  
Kevin Christie 
Monica Christie 
Colin Christie 
Is it Jaeger or cough syrup? 
Judy Jaegermeister 
Judy's husband George  
Gabriella Kulich 
Madeline & P1  
Ed & Ellen Mayer  
Anneliese O'Neill 
Patrick O'Neill 
Russmeister & Pfeifdawg  
What's a Kniascheitl?  
Who's your Daddy?  
Mike Wolz 
Alison Wolz 
Evan Wolz 

ALPENROSE  
SCHUHPLATTLER 
VEREIN, LANCASTER 
  
Tanner Beck 
Angie Beck 
Bob Beck 



 

Boosters (continued) 
 BAVARIAN CLUB 

EDELWEISS 
WESTCHESTER  
  
Barbara Barclay  
Fritz Blume  
Irma Blume  
Kristine Bogovic  
Dennis Bogovic  
Allison Bogovic  
Kristen Bogovic  
Lisa Caico  
Ali Caico  
Bella Caico  
Katie Coppola  
Fred Froebrich  
Phyllis Froebrich  
Federick Fuest  
Carol Hepp  
Dan Hepp  
Edith Hodge  
Jennifer Johanson  
Ingeborg Kuhlka  
Dean Kuhlka  
Doris Lechner  
Lucy Lex  
Roland Lex  
Monika Link  
Dieter Link  
Rosemarie Link  
Gloria Mayer McSweeney  
John Mezic  
Margaret Mezic  
Harry Phillips  
Gregory Wagner  
Evelyn Wagner  
Congratulations!   

    

 
 

Almrausch Volunteerism at Germania 

SG ALPENLAND, 
MONTREAL 
 

Bauer Family 
Emedy Family 
Firtl Family 
Gagné Family 
Hiris Family 
Mueller Family 
Schuster Family 
Tohermes Family 
Tolnai Family 





Zur Erinnerung
Charles Angevine
Edwin Bauer
Eddie Berger
Mark E. Delaney
Fritz Doneit
Inge Egan
Bruno Groetschel
Thomas Hart
George Hupe
Gloria Hupe
Rudolph Jaeger
Clarence ‘Babe’ Killmer
Helmut Kraft
Ojars Licis
Leonard Plumb
Dorrie Rose
Robert E. Rose Jr.
Audrey Salchli
Fred Salchli
Horst Schaffner
Gisela Schmitz
Henry Schmitz
Gerhard Stoetzel
Bill Von Knoblauch
Rosina Huettinger Wilkert

Ehre Ihrer Erinnerung und Treue zur Sitt und Tracht, bleibt gewürdigt 
in unserem Kreis und unvergessen an diesem besonderen Festtag.

Charlie               Edwin            Eddie                Mark

Fritz Inge Bruno               Tom

George & Gloria Babe             Helmut            Ojars

Fred          Horst      Henry & Gisela Gerhard           Bill            Rosina

Lenny Dorrie Bob            Audrey 



Thank you for celebrating with us tonight!

We wish you a safe trip home.

“Die Sitt und Tracht der Alten wollen wir erhalten, 

Treu dem guten alten Brauch” 

“We want to uphold the old traditions, 

True to the good old customs” 

This commemorative program book is available for digital download at www.GermaniaPok.com; 

Explore Germania  Klubs Germania Almrausch Schuhplattler Verein
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